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WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR 

DURING SALGA PROVINCIAL MEMBERS ASSEMBLY 

18 AUGUST 2014 

WARMBATHS FOREVER RESORT 

9H00 

 

Programme Director, Dikeledi Mmetle, 

The Premier of Limpopo, Cde. Stan Chupu Mathabatha, 

The MEC for COGHSTA, Cde. Makoma Makhurupetje, 

The Chairperson of SALGA Limpopo Cde. Shoes Magabe, 

The Deputy Chairpersons, Cdes, Mapoulo and Sarah Lamola, 

The Chairperson of the Provincial House of Traditional Leaders, 

Kgoshi Dikgale, 

Deputy Speaker of the Limpopo Legislature, Cde. Lehlogonolo 

Masoga, 

The Mayor of Bela Bela Local Municipality, Cde. Lucas Nhlapo, 

Mayors of local municipalities, 

The Provincial Executive Officer of SALGA, Mr. Thapelo Matlala, 

Chairpersons and members of various Working Groups,  

Speakers, 

Chief Whips, 

Councillors, 



2 
 

Officials from both municipalities and sector departments 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

GOOD MORNING, THOBELA! 

 

It gives me great pleasure and privilege to extend a cordial welcome to 

all delegates, especially those that are from outside the borders of the 

Waterberg District Municipality. I trust you will not only benefit by just 

paying a visit to our district but also explore the beauty and landscape 

of our mountainous region. 

Programme Director, this imperative Assembly came at a time when 

women in South Africa are still commemorating their emancipation.  

August has been proclaimed as the Women`s month which offers an 

opportunity for us to reflect on the distance travelled by the society in 

empowering women in terms of their substantive political rights. 

In terms of security, access to reproductive rights, health, workplace 

equality and education amongst other indicators, we have made a 

tremendous progress since colonial and apartheid days. 

We however, need to measure ourselves not just against the past but 

against the goals we set ourselves in resistance to oppression in the past. 

The names of Lilian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph, Rahima Moosa and Sophie 

Williams will once again surface in public along with the images of the 

1956 march itself. 
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But beyond all these, we still need to engage with the realities women of 

South Africa have to deal with and the reality is that women are still 

victims of rape, abuse, abduction and murder.  

It should also be our responsibility as a collective in this Assembly to 

deliberate on strategies that will circumvent the antagonistic 

predicament that as women we find ourselves in. 

Programme Director, as we mark the achievements of thousands of 

women who stood up and march against the government to protest its 

treatment, let`s also pay tribute to those who lost their lives as a result 

of the decayed moral of some of members of our society. 

Let’s also think of how far we fall short of the vision of the 1950`s as 

stipulated in the Women`s Charter and Freedom Charter and re-

articulation of that vision in the post-apartheid Constitution.  

Let us take stock and continue to work towards the realisation of 

women`s full political equality and economic empowerment. 

It  will however, be required of us more than donning a “doek” but 

total dedication, commitment and team work.    

“Wathint abafazi, Wathint imbokodo” 

Programme Director; allow me to also express my gratitude to the 

organisers and leadership of SALGA, for choosing Waterberg as the 

host for this magnificent engagement.  

We hope we are not only here to gain more insight by engaging on 

policy issues but also to strengthen ties and forge cooperation in our 

battle to improve service delivery to our constituencies. 
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Section 40 (1) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa 

provides for national, provincial and local spheres of government which 

are distinctive, interdependent and interrelated.  

The distinctive element reflects that each sphere exists on its own right, 

is a final decision maker on a defined range of functions and is 

accountable to its constituency for its decisions. 

The Constitution further allocates government functions on either an 

exclusive or shared (concurrent) basis.  

Municipalities are therefore responsible for the provision of basic 

services and municipal infrastructure. These functions are performed 

within the national and provincial set regulatory frameworks. 

Programme Director, although provinces are also “distinctive”, they 

exercise their powers and perform their functions within the regulatory 

framework set by the national government which is also responsible for 

monitoring compliance with legislative framework and if need be 

intervening when constitutional or statutory obligations are not fulfilled.   

Municipalities are likewise subject to both national and provincial 

regulatory and supervisory powers. It is this relationship of regulation 

and supervision that defines how the three spheres are “interrelated”, 

provinces and municipalities exercise their distinctive powers within 

imposed frameworks and under supervision. 

I`m thankful that SALGA, in pursuance of the its mandate to support 

municipalities, has convened this important Assembly to further 

contribute to a comprehensive review of legislation and policy 

framework impacting municipalities. 
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A powerful message emerging from last month`s world wide 

celebrations of the International Nelson Mandela Day has been that we 

continue to promote the ethos and values of a democratic society that 

Madiba deeply cherished. 

In 1999, Dr  Mandela made a powerful statement in the National 

Assembly on the constitutional mandate of the legislature and 

institutions supporting democracy. He said:  

“Because the people of South Africa finally chose a profoundly 

legal path to their revolution, those who frame and enact the 

constitution and law are in the vanguard of the fight for change. 

 It is in the legislatures that the instruments have been fashioned 

to create a better life for all. 

It is here that oversight of government has been exercised. It is 

here that our society with all its formations has had an 

opportunity to influence policy and its implementation”. 

It is against this background that this SALGA Provincially Assembly is 

regarded as Councillors Parliament that engages critical policy, 

legislative as well as programmatic matters that affect the local sphere 

of government. 

We are hopeful that this important gathering will, within the next two 

days, propose answers to issues confronting municipalities such as: 

 Comprehensive response to various forms of protests, 

 Resourcing and capacitation of local government in terms 

finance an human resource, 

 Strengthening the role of SALGA as a representative body of 

municipalities, 
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 Celebration and reflection on the 20 years of democracy, 

 Revenue collection in municipalities, 

 Creation of job opportunities, 

 Appointment of properly qualified skilled officials and 

expeditious filling of vacancies, 

 Of more important, the delivery of services to our communities 

and those include, water, electricity, sanitation and waste 

management. 

In his 2010 State of the Nation Address, the Honourable President 

Jacob Zuma said “Local Government must”. 

Let us then, as local government practitioners ensure that we indeed 

continue to make it work for the benefit our society. 

The other most important matter, Programme Director, is to share the 

perspectives of the current legislation and regulations governing local 

government in order to contribute to improved municipal capacity for 

compliance. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this development is an opportunity for us to 

work together to meet our obligations on the right to deliver services.  

Much has been said in this regard. We have similar goals and objectives, 

our task is to implement in the best interest of our communities. 

We are grateful for the work done by SALGA in bringing us together in 

ensuring that we best understand legislation and regulations that 

governs our government. 

It is through legislation that we can lay a solid foundation for the 

creation of a united, democratic, non –sexist and prosperous society. 
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In conclusion, Programme Director, i want to take this opportunity to 

once more welcome you to Waterberg District, the eco-tourism 

destination region with a great variety of wildlife, birds and scenic 

splendour.  

A mountainous region with game and nature reserves which forms an 

extensive internationally recognised biosphere. 

On behalf of the Council and citizens of Waterberg, we wish you 

fruitful deliberations and success in your endeavours during the next 

two days. I trust that this Members Assembly will result in practical 

measures and a forward action plan. 

The demands and challenges are great, but so will be the results if we 

work together. 

“TOGETHER MOVING SOUTH AFRICA FORWARD” 

I THANK YOU !! 

  


